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Rep. Henry A. Waxman, Democrat of Caii{ornia , spoke out today 
on the continued detention in Iran of Mohi Sobhani, a 44-year old 
naturalized American citizen, who has been under arrest in Tehran 
since September 6, 1980. 

"I have every reason to believe," Rep. Waxman said in a 
statement on the House floor, "that Mr. Sobhani is in the gravest 
personal danger." 

Mr. Sobhani was arrested at the Tehran airport as he and his 
family were about to leave for the United States. No reason has 
been given by the Iranian authorities for his detention. 

In his statement on the House floor today, Rep. Waxman said: 

"Mr. Sobhani is a Baha'i -- a member of a religious faith 
that has been marked for persecution by the Ayatollah Khomeini." 

Rep. Waxman gave details of Mr. Sobhani's ordeal after his 
arrest. 

"The arrest of Mr. Sobhani was broadcast on Iranian television 
and radio. People were invited to inform the authorities of any -
allegations against him. Iranians came and denounced him as a -~ 
Baha 'i. Others accused him, since he is a naturalized American 
citizen, of being an American agent-- a spy for the 'great Satan," 
Rep. Waxman said . 

Rep . Waxman added that Mr. Sobhani has never had a trial. 
"He has no means to defend himself or prove his innocence. His only 
crime appears to be that he is a member of a religious minority." 

Rep. Waxman noted that, during the course of the revolution 
in Iran, 7 Bahais have already been executed. 

Rep. Waxman is working with the State Department, and through 
them with the Swiss Embassy , which continues to represent our 
interests in Iran, to ascertain the status of Mr. Sobhani. 

"Mr. Sobhani is an American citizen. On this day of national 
Thanksgiving over the freedom for our 53 fellow citizens, we must 
not forget the fate of an American who remains in captivity. Mr. 
Sobhani must be freed as well. I appeal to all to assist him." 

Mr. Sobhani was naturalized in 1963, and has lived in Iran, 
with frequent visits home to Los Angeles , since 1975. A brother, 
sister, and son, live in Los Angeles. 
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